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Minor in the seventh century (Hijra), changed into one having on one side the figure of the king and Armenian legend, and on the other side Arabic legends similar to those on the contemporary Saljuk coins. Also when a little later the Mamluk Sultan Xasir al-Din Muhammad raided Armenia, he overstock the Armenian king?s coins with his own coin dies : an unusual proceeding for an Oriental king.
In India, some of the later Dehli kings, as well as the earliest before referred to, used the Devanagari characters on their coins as well as Arabic, and the last kings of the dynasty had their names on coins in the same characters as did also kings of Bengal.
M. Dronin quite lately discovered a Sanskrit legend upon a gold coin of Akbar.
Many native states of India have bilingual coins, partly in Persian, partly in the vernacular of the state, and sometimes partly in English. The East India Company issued bilingual, trilingual, and even multilingual coins using English, Persian, Hindustani, Bengali, Tamil, and Telugu. In the Straits there are Company coins with.English, Persian, and Malay legends, and one with Chinese in addition to these three.
The Netherlands Government issued coinage for their states with Malay reverses to the obverses of the European pattern.
The Portuguese, although in other ways very ready to imitate the coinage of their neighbours in India, never used the Arabic character. The French, on the other hand, imitated the Dehli coinage as closely as did the English.